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 Exciting things are happening with the after school program. The 
goal of $7000 by June 30 has been reached!!! 
 Come Join the Circle—A Wednesday after-school program for 
children, grades K-6 will begin this fall.  The Wednesday afternoon pro-
gram will be two 8-week sessions  The first session will start September 
20th from 2:00-5:00 pm and will end November 8.  The second 8-week 
session will begin mid-January and end mid-March. 
 Registrations are now being accepted for the first 40 children in the 
new after school program “Come Join the Circle.”  The child’s name, 
parent or guardian’s name, address, telephone number, email, grade 
starting in September and the name of the school the child is attending 
are all that is needed for registration. Registration can be done in two 
ways. Register online by checking out the church’s website at 
www.stluke.org and clicking AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM on the yel-
low band or telephone 641-792-5736. 
 An Advisory Board has been assembled and they have approved a 
job description for the director of the program.  Ads for the director po-
sition have been run in local papers. A subset of the Advisory Board 
along with SPPR members will be interviewing the first week of August. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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August 27, 2006 

 Katrina is not over. 
Please join the efforts 
to restore our congrega-
tions, parsonages and 
mission facilities. 

 As of early this spring $64 mil-
lion has been given through the 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) to provide human 
services among Katrina survivors. 
Yet the need by churches affected 
by Katrina is great. UMCOR is not 
allowed to cover the cost of build-
ing, rebuilding and personnel. 
Many churches and parsonages 
were underinsured, and insurance 
will not cover all costs to restore 
these ministries. Because of mass 
evacuation, churches need our help 
in paying clergy and lay employees. 
The impact is widespread. For ex-
ample, more than 360 insurance 
claims for damage to churches and 
parsonages have been filed in the 
Mississippi Conference. The need 
for salary and benefit support in 
New Orleans, our mission zone, is 
expected to total $2.1 million for 
the next year. 
 August 27, 2006 has been des-
ignated Katrina Church Recovery 
Day. On that day St. Luke has the 
opportunity to open our hearts and 
wallets to the Katrina Church Re-
covery Offering. We will join other 
United Methodists in their efforts to 
restore congregations, parsonages 
and mission facilities.  
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Rev. Dr. Mary L. Fraser 
Director of Pastoral Care & Counseling 

of the Iowa Annual Conference 
 

Sunday, August 20, 2006 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Mary Fraser will be preaching at each worship service.  
She will present a workshop after the 10:30 am worship service. 

Lunch will be Provided.          All are Invited! 
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 “The apostles gathered around Jesus, and 
told him all that they had done and taught. He 

said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by your-
selves and rest a while.”   Mark 6:30-31a 
 

 Grace and peace be with you! I am writing this 
Spirit Sightings from a campground on Cape Cod, 
Mass. It is our first day on the beach. A wonderful time 
to sit and read, swim and walk the beach, and time to 
reflect. 
 You may remember a few years ago participating 
in a simple values identification process with our con-
nectional minister, Martha DiSilvestro. From a large 
list of values, the group of fifty or more St. Luke mem-
bers chose children, learning, belonging and spiritual-
ity. It was fun to watch and experience as Martha said a 
word we would step forward if that word touched 
something inside us. We did this process three or four 
times until we narrowed it down to four values that are 
important to us. While we’ve spent some time talking 
and developing ministry plans around children, belong-
ing, and learning, we have spent less time on spiritual-
ity. 
 Perhaps it is because spirituality is more difficult to 
define and measure. 
 The word spiritual is used to refer to a range of in-
terests and traits—having faith in God, practicing spiri-
tual disciplines such as prayer, receiving the sacra-
ments, works of mercy and justice, holy conferencing, 
searching the scriptures, sensing a kinship with nature 
and with life as well as mystical awareness and oneness 
with God. 
 Part of the problem with defining spirituality may 
come from the fact we often separate “sacred” moments 
from the rest of our life. 
 We might be open hearted or peaceful when we are 
sitting on the beach, walking in the woods, yet we lose 
touch with these feelings the moment we get to the of-
fice or see our teenager’s messy room. Author Ken 
Wilber makes a useful distinction between spiritual 
“states” which come and go, and “traits,” or character 
qualities that appear only when we’ve integrated these 
“states” into our lives. 
 A truly workable spirituality needs to be tempered 
with practical common sense, ethical intelligence, and a 
willingness to question our assumptions. I’d say that 
spiritual intelligence may include the following: 
* An ability to sense and act on your connection to 

God’s spirit in yourself, in others, and the world. 
* A tendency to look for the deeper meaning of 

events and ask questions that go to the heart of ex-
istence like “Whom am I?” or “Why am I here?” 

* A commitment to some sort of contemplative or 
meditative prayer practice. 

 Spirituality isn’t necessarily something we do; it’s a 
way of being, a viewpoint that influences every deci-
sion you make. At its core spirituality is our instinct for 
looking beyond appearances to find out what is really 
important. 
 While it’s not realistic to think a simple quiz could 
ever measure your spiritual aptitude, it’s worth taking 
note of the degree Spirit informs your life. If you are 
questioning your life’s direction, or wondering how to 
find out what really matters to you, here is a checklist 
from author, Sally Kempton, “Body & Soul—How 
Spiritual Are You?” 

+ Notice that you’re less bothered by the ups and 
downs of your life. 

+ Remember to ask for grace and guidance from 
God and are open to receiving them. 

+ Realize that you’re happier and more peaceful 
when you stop trying to control every situation. 

+ Recognize that living from your own center is 
more important than getting the approval of 
others. 

+ Find it easier to forgive your parents, your ex-
spouse, the coach who bullied you in high 
school.  

+ Wake up some mornings feeling grateful for no 
good reason. 

+ Treat feelings of anger, jealousy, and blame as 
signals to do self-inquiry and take time to look 
at what’s behind those feelings. 

+ Develop inner practices like meditation, mind-
ful awareness, self-reflection, and silent con-
templation. 

+ Know how to tap an inner source of personal 
strength and resourcefulness so that  you’re less 
fearful of the sorts of situations and outcomes 
that used to scare you. 

+ Experience feelings of equality, kinship, and 
concern for other people, animals, and the 
earth. 

+ Are less afraid to speak the truth—and know 
how to do it gently.  

+ Above all, feel a growing connection to your 
inner self and God. 

  My heart and my door are always open to you.    

  In Christ’s love and service,  
  Pastor Linda 
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 Anyone who is recovering from an 
illness or injury knows that a hot meal 
can give you a warm, fuzzy feeling. So 
far this year, volunteers have provided 
39 meals. I am inviting 
the congregation to be-
come involved in this 
very important minis-
try. Now that it’s sum-
mer and vacation time, 
more volunteers are needed to provide 
meals. If you would like to be added to 
the list, please add your name to the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex or call me 
at 792-1007.  Thank you!  
     Rhonda Van Engelenburg 
     Convalescent Meal Coordinator 

Advisory Board members are from St. Luke and the wider community of 
Newton.  They are Bernice Adams, Eloise Anthony, Jill Bartello, An-
drea Hogeland, Karen Hoffmeier, Katie Jones, Lisa Marston, Pam 
Osborn, Kris Reicks, Todd Schuster, Betty Skaggs and Mike Wignall 
with Pastor Linda Butler ex-officio. 
 Volunteers will be needed for the learning circles.  You may volun-
teer by checking the website (www.stluke.org) or by calling the church 
office. 
 

 Join the Circle is organized around eight learning circles. They are: 
· Hands On—creating art, building things and science experiments 
· Making Music—singing, dance, making and playing instruments 
· Community Service—connections to the world through helping 

            and service 
· Fun and Games—active learning with your whole self 
· Time for Reflection—reflecting on Bible stories through journals, 

           prayers, wondering and reading . 
· Show and Tell—acting out stories through role play, drama and    
                                   puppets 
· Food and People—learn about others by making food and  
      exploring cultures 
· Brain Teasers—puzzles, writing challenges and activity sheets 

 

COME JOIN THE CIRCLE 

(Come Join the Circle Continued from page 1) 
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(Apportionments) 
   

 In the membership ritual of the 
church, the question is asked first;    
“Will you join the United Methodist 

Church and support it 
by your prayers, your 
presence, your gifts and 
your service?” Then we 
are asked to join a spe-
cific United Methodist 

congregation.  Thus, all members be-
long first to the entire world wide 
UMC.”    (pre-conference manual – 
2006 IA Annual Conference – pg 42) 
 Have you ever gone out for pizza 
with a group of friends?  You pool 
your money together to buy a 
pizza.  Each person in the group gets to 
enjoy that pizza, because each person 
contributed toward the cost of the 
pizza. Apportionments are like 
that.  We pool our funds together with 
other members of the world wide 
United Methodist Church and that 
money works for the good of all us. 

 If you have hearing that works well—sound at 
worship may be fine for you.  You may even think 
there is no need to update our current system.  If, 
however, your hearing is challenged by any number of 
causes, you may find our current system is lacking.   
 I polled a few of our church members who deal 
with a hearing loss of some kind, to find out how they 
rate our current system.  I also inquired about how 

they help themselves and what would further enhance worship for each 
of them. 
 Most of our members who have trouble hearing, sit toward the front 
of the sanctuary.  This allows some to read lips, see faces, see the screen, 
and avoid sounds in the back of the sanctuary.  A new system would 
include enhanced sound quality, hearing assistance equipment  and vis-
ual enhancement through a LCD projector and screen.  For some with 
hearing challenges, these enhancements could even allow them to sit in a 
variety of locations within our sanctuary. 
 There are many positives involved in St Luke acquiring an updated 
sound system and visual enhancement system.  If you have any ques-
tions for the task force, please feel free to talk to any one of us.  Task 
Force members include: Mike Kaldenberg—chair; Corinne Kleppe; 
Dean Stonner; Bob Barr;  Brad Patty; and Pastor Linda. 
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During the recent 

youth work trip, we had a little 
time to play.  The entire group 
went to a sports center to play 
lazer tag.  The goal of lazer tag is 
to rack up as many points as you 
can for your team and to protect 
your team’s fort.  Every now and 
then your headset tells you to 
“Energize.” That means you have 
to go and recharge your lazer be-
fore you can continue with the 
game. 
 Later that day, I got to think-
ing about how lazer tag is like 
discipleship building.  As crazy 
as that sounds, there really are 
similarities.  The goal of a Chris-
tian is to go and make disciples 
for Jesus Christ. (Matthew 28:19-
20)   To, in a sense, bring as 
many persons to Christ’s team as 
you are able. 
 And just like in lazer tag, we 
often need to “Energize.”  For a 
Christian energizing comes 
through the acts of prayer, praise 
and worship.  My own prayer is 
that I do a much better job with 
discipleship building than I was 
able to do for my team in lazer 
tag.  Energize!  And go make dis-
ciples for Jesus Christ. 

Corinne Kleppe  

 “The best and most underused ministry of the 
church.”  That’s how one person described the prayer 
chain.   Maybe you have had questions about the 
prayer chain.  How does it work?  Who may use it?  
Who is on it?  Here are some brief answers to those 
questions. 

 There are 16 members of the St. Luke Prayer Chain. We meet 
monthly for brief (but GREAT) devotions, reviewing prayer requests 
and answered  prayers.  Each person on the prayer chain has been ori-
ented and signed a covenant which includes maintaining confidentiality 
of the prayer request that has been requested to remain confidential.   
(Some of the requests may be shared with the faith community: others, 
the person requests that it remain confidential).  Each member is part of 
the three branch telephone tree that sends the prayer request to the 16 
members   Anyone may initiate the prayer chain by contacting the pastor 
or Katie Jones.  Any member of St. Luke may be a member of the prayer 
chain or make a request of joy or concern. Anybody can be the subject 
of the request. In 2005 by June there had been 11 prayer requests.  This 
year there have been 48.  Members of the prayer chain are Pam An-
drews, Leslie Boyce, Karen Clark, Carolyn Cook, Katie Jones, Barb 
Kaldenberg,  Ruth Lust, Jenni Patty,  Gloria Simpson, Betty Skaggs,  
Carol Stonner, Rosie South, Marianne Spaur, Dorothy Spiker, Rhonda 
VanEngelenburg and Pastor Linda Butler  
 You are welcome to join the prayer chain.  If you would like more 
information, contact Katie Jones. 
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September 10, 2006 
 

9:15-10:15 
 
 

For All  
Sunday School Classes-- 

Let’s get together  
and start a 

new year of learning! 
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 During August we will be taking a special collection for Builders 
Call. 
 This special offering will be for the new Faith United Methodist 
Church in Centerville, Iowa. From raw land just a few months ago, a 
magnificent worship and community center is rising up.  
 Together we can support the bold new venture of discipleship that 
Faith is. We can, by lifting up the congregation in our prayers. We can, 
by our generous contributions. The Faith community has already 
stepped out in faith; we can now join the journey by giving, as God has 
enabled us, to help to share the costs of creating a Faith home. The new 
Faith UMC can be a center for United Methodist gatherings in the Ot-
tumwa District as it likewise welcomes guests and neighbors to a sacred 
place of hospitality and safe sanctuary.  
 The Facility Vision 
 Working toward building a Christian Life Center that: 
�  Meets the needs of a variety of programs: educational, spiritual, rec-

reational, and fellowship 
�  Educates and ministers through modern technology 
�  Is on one level and is accessible and inviting for all persons 
�  Has adequate parking including handicapped spaces 
 Please consider what you can give to this important ministry. 

 

St. Luke Mission Outreach  
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 St. Luke United Methodist 
Women will be traveling over to 
the home of Pat and Roy Patty on 
August 16th for their regular meet-
ing.  This is always a special, fun 
experience!  There will be a salad 
pot luck, followed by a presenta-
tion by some of our young, St. 
Luke Campers.  We will car pool 
from the church parking lot at 6:00 
pm.  I hope many of you are able 
to come and join us.  Bring a salad 
to share, and plan on spending a 
fun evening with some of the fine 
young people of St. Luke.  
 The August Bible verse is:  
“Through the Word, we are put 
together and shaped up for the 
tasks God has for us.” 2 Timothy 
3:17  The Message 
 

   Betty Skaggs 
   UMW President 
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 We want to thank our St Luke family for all the love and support 
you have shown us since Jerry's stroke: the meals, the prayers, the 
cards, the ramp built on the front of the house and anything we have 
forgotten to mention. This is a great church family that cares. Thank 
you so much for everything.  
       Jerry and Winonah McGee 
 

Dear St. Luke, 
 Thank you so much for the wonderful card and beautiful shawl 
you gave me for my graduation. I really appreciate all your support 
and help over the years. Thanks again! 
       Love, Annie Wignall 
 
 We would like to thank our family and friends for attending the 
Open House at the church and for all the special cards for our 50th 
Anniversary. 
 A big thank-you to everyone who helped serve and to Lisa Mar-
ston and her committee who made our Open House a wonderful suc-
cess.      God Bless you, 
       Armond and Beverly Miller 

 Thank you! To the several persons 
who have recently donated old cell 
phones for use by Domestic Vio-
lence Alternatives. 
 The phones will still allow 
for a 911 call only and are given to 
those who are in potentially vio-
lent situations.    
 If you have a cell phone that is 
no longer in use and you wish to 
donate it, please remove all your per-
sona l phone numbers. The phones 
may be given to Katie Jones or left at the 
church.  They are then donated to Domes-
tic Violence Alternatives in Newton. 
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Rediscovering the  
Language of God 

 

Saturday, August 26, 2006 
8:30 am — 4:45 pm 

Plymouth Congregational  
Church of Christ 

42nd & Ingersoll Avenue 
Des Moines 

 

 IRMS presents a full day of 
cutting-edge Christian education 
and worship experts. They will 
speak on the latest trends. Come 
see how your ministry can better 
reach the current generation. 
 

Cost: Member - $45; Nonmember - 
$50; At the door - $55 
 

To Register:  
visit the IRMS website at 
www.irms.org/RE-Image.asp 
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Summer   

Sunday School 
�

 

  
 St. Luke will have Sunday 
School this summer every Sun-
day from 9:15-10:15 am.  
  
 All grades will meet together 
in the 5th/6th grade room.  
  
 We will be using the One 
Room Sunday School Curricu-
lum.  
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 Express your thanks to 
the Newton Arby’s the next 
time you are there—they do-
nated 500 cups to the church 
for  beverage  use  during  our  
Vacation Bible School. 
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Pastor 
 Rev. Linda M. Butler 
  LindaB@iowatelecom.net 
  Office: 641-792-5736   
   Cell: 515-778-7498 
 Home: 641-792-9062   
Office  
 Terri Strohbehn 
   E-mail: stluke@iowatelecom.net 
 Phone: 641-792-5736 
 Hours:  9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
  Tuesday, Wednesday, 
   Thursday  
Newsletter  
 Editor: Corinne Kleppe 
  ckleppe@gmrc.com 
  641-236-7103 

or 
  Dawn Bleeker 
  bleeker@iowatelecom.net 
  641-791-9792 
Article Submission: 
  Church Office via email 

or mailbox in narthex by 
the 13th of  each month 

Website  
  www.StLukeNewton.org 
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Workshop   
  

Equipped for Every Good Work 

or  

How do I fill-out that T&T Sheet? 

  
Sponsored by  

Committee on Lay Leadership 

If you are interested in being a Worship Assistant—usher, greeter, litur-
gist, or an acolyte—please notify the church office by calling 792-5736 or 
by email at stluke@iowatelecom.net.  For special music or playing the 
keyboard, please contact Jan Lewis at 792-0625. 

August 6 8:00 am 10:30 am 

Ushers 
Greeters 
Liturgists 
Acolytes 
Nursery 
Keyboard 
Special Music 
Coffee Time 
Counters 

Linda/Bill Hotger 
Rhonda VanEngelenburg 
Betty Skaggs 
 
 
Jan Lewis 
 
Mike Kaldenberg 

Lori Leix/Pat Patty 
Ella Hendershot/Leslie Boyce 
Corinne Kleppe 
Patrick Murphy 
Carol/Abby Stonner 
Jan Lewis 
Abby & Erin Stonner 
Lori Leix 
Corinne Kleppe/Russ Leix 

August 13 8:00 am 10:30 am 
Ushers 
Greeters 
Liturgists 
Acolytes 
Nursery 
Keyboard 
Special Music 
Coffee Time 
Counters 

Jeff/Kris McKibben 
Rose Hartschen 
Jerry Lewis 
 
 
Rose South 
Rachel Clark 
Katie Jones 

Doug/Ann Cutts 
Jenni Patty/Katie Jones 
Russ Leix 
Samantha Cutts 
Jessica Christopher/Lisa Marston 
Rose South 
Rachel Clark 
Barb Ponder 
Bob Barr/Corinne Kleppe 

August 20 8:00 am 10:30 am 

Ushers 
Greeters 
Liturgists 
Acolytes 
Nursery 
Keyboard 
Special Music 
Coffee Time 
Counters 

Kim/Dave Sorg 
Bernice Adams 
Rose Hartschen 
 
 
Bev Thomas 
Dale Dorrell 
Jean Schnell 
 
 

Pam/Dennis Smith 
Amy/Jeff Murphy 
Peg Ehler 
Cooper McDermott 
Anna Christopher/Erica Creswick 
Jan Lewis 
Kelly Murphy 
Karen Clark 
Need Counters 

August 27 8:00 am 10:30 am 

Ushers 
Greeters 
Liturgists 
Acolytes 
Nursery 
Keyboard 
Special Music 
Coffee Time 
Counters 
 

Jean Schnell/Ron Lisk 
Cleo Onstank 
Gloria Simpson 
 
 
Bev Thomas 
 
Rhonda VanEngelenburg 
 
 

Karen Clark/Barb Kaldenberg 
Mike Kaldenberg 
Jan Lewis 
Austin Stoulil 
Lauren Patty/Erin Stonner 
Rose South 
 
Peg Ehler 
Pat Patty/Amy Smith 
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by Sally Hoelscher 

 Like many people who work in the area of Chris-
tian Education, I have learned much of what I know, 
by doing. I learned to teach Sunday School by teach-
ing Sunday School. I learned to lead Vacation Bible 
School by being Co-chair of Vacation Bible School. I 
learned to lead adult Bible Studies by participating in 
Disciple and other studies, and then leading classes. 
Experience is a good teacher, and I have learned a lot 
about Christian Education from my years spent partici-
pating in this ministry area, both as a learner and a 
leader. However, a couple of years ago when my inter-
est and involvement in Christian Education led to my 
accepting a paid position in Christian Education I be-
gan to look for more formalized training in this area. 
(Somehow my professional training as a pharmacolo-
gist didn’t seem to be providing me all the information 
and skills I needed for a job as a Children’s Ministry 
Director!) In my search for training I learned about the 
Academy for Christian Education (ACE). 
 ACE is an intensive course of study that occurs 
over a nine month period beginning in August. There 
are a total of five sessions—three Friday evening/
Saturday sessions and two Friday evening through 
Sunday sessions. I was blessed to be a part of the first 
ACE class during 2005-2006. During this nine-month 
period I joined Christian Educators from across the 
state of Iowa as we learned about topics which in-

cluded: Who We Are as United Methodists, The The-
ology of Christian Education, Working With and 
Within the Local Church and Teaching the Bible to 
Children, Youth and Adults, just to name a few. While 
we were learning together, we were also forming 
friendships and connections. Now if I’m looking for a 
resource, or need a ministry idea, I know lots of peo-
ple I can ask—people who are interested in and 
knowledgeable in the area of Christian Education! 
 Do you have a heart for Christian Education? Are 
you currently involved in the ministry of Christian 
Education, either in a paid position or as an unpaid 
servant? Would you like to become acquainted with 
others who value lifelong Christian learning? If you 
answered yes to any of these questions, I invite you to 
learn more about the Academy for Christian Educa-
tion. 
 Dates for the upcoming 2006-2007 Academy year 
are: August 11-12, 2006, October 27-29, 2006, Janu-
ary 26-27, 2007, March 2-4, 2007, and April 20-21, 
2007. Cost is $1000 and can be made in payments that 
come out of the 2006 and 2007 budget years. Deadline 
for registration is July 7, 2006 
 For more information, please contact the Dean of 
the Academy for Christian Education, Kris Christen-
sen: 515-573-3519 or krchristensen@yahoo.com or 
visit the ACE website: http://aceistheplace.org 


